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H EN the enemies to his majeſty, and his govern- 
ment, endeavour to ſeduce his ſubjects from their 
allegiance, by inſiduous writings ; it is incumbent 
. on every well-wiſher to the conſtitution, who is 
able to take up the pen, to unmaſk ſuch authors; expoſe their 
ſecret views; and, thereby prevent the evil impreſſions, which, 
for want of a proper antidote, might be made on the minds of 
the multitude. For a writer to be filent on ſuch an occaſion, 
ſeems equally inglorious with the man of courage, who ſhould 
forbear unſheathing his ſword, when the ſafety of his country 
call'd loudly for his aid. 
The piece I have now under cenſure, is the more dangerous 
as the ſeeming deſign of it is merely to do juſtice to the me- 
mory of an ill-fated nobleman: for which purpoſe the author 
dips his pen in oil; aſſumes an air of humanity ; and employs 
the plaineſt and moſt unaffected ſtyle; - yet all this time he is 
artfully endeavouring to alienate the minds of the people from 
their lawful ſovereign, by prejudicing them in favour of Popery 
and Jacobitiſm. (I have ſtudied, ſays he in the preface, no 
elegance in the compoſure of this pamphlet, nor introduc'd any 
unneceſſar y embelliſhments, being always of opinion, that naked- 
neſs is the beſt ornament for truth). | 
That th is the great object of the writer, is evident from 
every part of his pamphlet. But to prove it beyond a contra- 
dition, I will now examine, without any farther preamble, 
ſome paſſages in it. Page 5. we are told lord Lovat ſaid ; That 
«he was concerned in all the ſchemes that had been formed for re- 
ring the Royal Family, fince he was fifteen years old. Now 
why are theſe Words reſtoring the Royal Family, join'd to- 
} gether, except to recall to the memory of the people the reſto- 
ration of king Charles II. thereby to draw an odious parallel be- 
tween the preſent times, and thoſe when hypocriſy and anarchy 
were triumphant? Farther, the ſtyle, Royal Family, beſtow'd 
on the exil'd Stuarts [abſtracted from the boldneſs of the ex- 
F preſſion ] is paying no great compliment to the illuſtrious houſe 
Y who now ſways the Britiſb ſcepter. | | 
8 Page 8. lord Lovat informs a nobleman who enquir'd con- 
cerning his religion: That he was a Roman-Catholick ; and 
wou'd die in that Fob That he adher'd to the rock upon 
which Chriſt built his church; to St. Peter, and the ſucceſſion of 
paſtors, from him dawn to the preſent time; and that he rejected 
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and renounc d all ſects and communities, that were rejected by 
the charch. What can be the tendency of this paragraph, ex- 
cept to win over our countrymen to the cauſe of Popery ; the 
moſt abſurd, the moſt immorcal, and moſt cruel religion in- 
vented by man? To aſcribe ſuch a religion to Jeſus Chriſt, is 
the higheſt blaſphemy ; He who founded his excellent ſyſtem 
on diſintereſtneſs, and humanity ; in ſhort, on the whole round 
of ſocial virtues. How different the tenets and practice of the 
Reomaniſts, are from the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, is particularly 
manifeſt from Chriſt's fermon on the mount, and from all the 
tenor of his wonderful life. Perſons converſant in eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory, know, that the church, as founded by Chriſt, was 
beautifully plain and pious; but that the avarice of the Roman 
pontiffs rais'd, at different periods, a ſhowy, incoherent, motley 
ſuperſtructure upon it; whence [like Pandora's box] number- 
leſs plagues are daily iſſuing, to the deſtruction of mankind. 
However, as the horrid impoſitions and errors of the church of 
Rome, have been ſufficiently exploded in a multitude of treatiſes 
written for that purpoſe, and are in ſuch a variety of hands; it 
might be ſuperfluous to combat them any farther here ; and yet 
a word or two ſeem'd neceſſary, as the emiſſaries of Popery, 
are, in defiance of our laws, inceſſantly playing off engines of 
every kind, in order to make converts. 

Page q. a paſſage of ſcripture is int: oJuc'd with the higheſt 
Fineſſe, tho' ſeemingly brought in meerly to point out a diffe- 
rence in opinion, between the 7eſuits and Fanſeni/ts, with re- 
gard to GRACE. The paſſage is this: O J-ruſalem, Jeruſal:m, 
thou that filleſ? the prophets, and ſtongſt them which are ſent 
unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, AND Ys © 
WOULD NOT]! Matt. xxiii. 37.- From the Latin tranſlation 
accompanying the above verſe of ſcripture, J judge this to be an 
arrow ſhot from the quiver of a Roniſb prieſt. ---Does not every 
intelligent reader perceive, that by Feruſalem the Britiſh nation 
is to be underſtood; and by the prophets, the rebels who have 
ſo juſtly been put to death? What a deteſtable uſe is here made 
of ſcripture? to excite, in the nation, pity for the ſufferings of a 
ſ:t of people, who invoiv'd us in blood and confuſion; and to 
countenance revellion, with all its train of horrors. How abo- 
minable a religion muſt that be which can encourage ſuch prac- 
tices! how black the man who can be an inſtrument for that 
purpoſe ! | | | 

In the above page [q,] we are told that lord Lovat, having 
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occaſſon to ſpeak of the latc xing George I. he gave his majeſty 


a great character, and added, He was my friend, and I dearly 
5 lov'd him.?---Now, why is this paragraph brought in, and 
why the latter- part of it printed in Iralich ?----Certainly with 
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no other view, than to offer to the reader's mind the moſt an- 


juſt contraſt between our preſent ſyvereign, and his royal father: 


To paint the one as a Titus, the other as a Nero. But his ma- 
jefty's clemency, extended to ſo great a number of thoſe unhappy 
men who join'd in the rebellion, wou'd be the ſtrongeſt refuta- 
tion of this injurigus Inrucids, were there not a multitude of . 
other inſtances to prove the wickedneſs of it. | 
Page 10. his lordſhip thus rep'ies to a g-nt'eman, who was 
ſorry there ſhould be any occaſion for an executioner for lord 
Levat; ſo I believe are many of thoſe who were the cauſe e 

my coming hither, and for ought 1 kncww, all :f n will bye and 
bye. Whether his lordſhip by theſe words bye ard bye, meant 
that another rebellion might be xp Ctcd; or chat thoſe who had 


aſſiſted in bringing him to the ſcaffold, would be puniſh'd for it 


in the next world; I thail not tak- upon me to determine. His 
Jordſhip complains, in the ſame place, of being haraly dealt by. 
There is no doubt, but he mizh* have been reughly handled, 
[when in the hands of juſtice} by ſome of the und-rlings in her 
train; theſe being too frequently a fet of cormorants without 
bowels; men who, ſo far from being touch'd with the afflictions 
and diſtreſſes of human nature, rejoice in them whenever the 
leaſt glimpſe of gain offers. But how widely different the peers, 
his lordſhips judges, thought of this matter, is conſpicuous from 
their great indulgence to him, curing the whole courſe of his 
trial; and the order they gave for reſtoring him his ſtrong box. 
Lord Lovat complains, in the ſame paragraph, of being convicted 
by his own ſervants; by the men who had been nurtur*d in his 
own b5ſom. I believe no man of honzur could entertain a high. 
eſteem for perſons of this character, or would take them to his 
boſom; and yet, if the ſituation of theſe pt ople be duly confider'd, 
their conduct may not appear fo odious, as it does at firſt fight z 
and no one has a right to inveigh againſt them, till aſter he has 


ſufficiently examin'd his own breaſt; and enquir'd whetherche 


himſelf would not have acted the very ſame part, had he been 
in the like circumitances. Lord Lovat adds; 74 a ſad thirigy 
or a man's own ſervants to take off the head of their maſter A 
chief. But might not this be very juſtly retorted upon him? was 
not our ſovereign king George, his maſter and chief ? did not his 
lord{hip tak» an oath to him, and receive a pentii.n ; and yet as 
this pamphlet-writer owns, page 5, lord Lovat was concerned in 
all the ſchemes that had been formed, for re/taring the Royal Fa- 
mily, ſince he was fifteen years old. His lordſhip indeed adds, 


+ 


that he never betrayed a private man; but then he would have 
c his ſovereign, which of all treacheries, is the moſt hort id. 
Lis Ubferved (nage 8.) that his lordſhip being aſk'd, of what 
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66) 
ridicule ; I am a Fanſeni/t. But might not one conclude, from 
his diſſimulation and h; pocriſy with the government, that he 
really was a Jeſuit ; one who (like Ralpho in his conteſt with 
the doughty night) for the ſake of carrying on his deſtructive 
ſchemes, was of opinion, that the moſt ſacred oaths might be 
ſported with. | | | 

& A faint's o' th' heavenly realm a peer, 


And as no peer is bound to ſwear, 


c But on the goſpel of his honour, 

4 Of which he may difpoſe, as owner; 
c Tt follows, tho” the thing be forg'ry, 
« And falſe, th' affirm it is no perjury, 
„ But a mere cer'mony ; and breach 


Of nothing, but a form of ſpeech; 


& And goes for no more when 'tis took, 

«© 'Than mere ſaluting of the book. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * #% 

4 Oaths are but words, and words but wind; 

„Too feeble implements to bind; 

And holds with deeds proportion ſo, 

& As ſhadows to a ſubſtance do. *? HuDIBR As. 
As by the happy lenity of our laws, priſoners cannot be put to 

the torture ; the writer of this pamphlet muſt be ſenſible, that 

there is frequently no other way of bringing a eriminal to juſtice, 

than by making uſe of his confederates ; and conſequently that 

a government who employs ſuch engines ought not to be charg'd 


with dealing hardly; fince ſuch a conduct is merely and at of 


ſelf-prefervation. No indulgent reader will infer, from any 
obſervation made above, that I wonld be an advocate either 
for goalers or informers ; a ſet of men whom I, in general, 
deteſt; and conſider in no other light, than as ſo many neceſ- 
fary evils. | 

Page 12. We are told of a repartee, made by histwgſhip, 
upon his calling for a baſon of water, and which concludes thus; 
Sir, I wiſh it was in my power to change all things; if it was, 
T'd make a thorough change indeed. No judicious reader will 
ſuſpect lord Lovat's ſincerity on this occaſion. He doubtleſs 


. 


would have made A THOROUGH CHANGE ; but ſuch a one, as 


that of the Indians, when they barter with the Europeans, gold for 
glaſs. Could this righteous lord have obtain'd his wiſhes, pure reli- 
gion would have been exchang'd for ſuperſtition, and tyrany for 


the ſweets of freedom. As the above repartee has neither wit, or 
even the ſhadow of ſmartneſs in it; I ſee no other motive for foiſt- 
Ang it in, than merely to ſower the minds of the people, by making 
., them diſcontented with their preſent governors. . 


Ia the above page (12) notice is taken of the bill depending 


in parliament relating to the Scorch affairs. Lord Lovat wiſhing 
n | | | (very 


yy 
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(very fragrantly ) that all ſuch gentlemen as ſhould vote for it, 
might have the /titters or a looſeneſs. I hope I ſhall not be 


thought to judge over rafhly, if I alſo take this paragraph (as 
introduced here) to be calculated in no other view than to fo- 
ment diſſentions among us, and ruffle the ſtream of our preſent 
tranquility ; tho? there is no doubt but that the bill in queſtion 
may be oppos'd, by others, from the moſt honourable motives. 
I have read a petition of a noble D- to the H---ſe of C--m-3, 
drawn up with the utmoſt politeneſs ; expreſs d in all the beauty 
of language; and with as much good ſenſe as the ſubject would ad- 
mit. But I am humbly of opinion, that the affair of the Clanſbips 
may be eaſily anſwer'd. The firſt article to be regarded, in all 
eſtabliſhments, is the ſecurity and felicity of the whole ; and 
this, if poſſible, without injuring private property: but if che 
wiſh'd-for end cannot be obtained, without ſuch violation, an 
individual muſt ſubmit ; tho” all perſons of an equitable mind 
will be ſorry for his misfortune. This clanſhip, in the Britgþdo- 
minions, may be compared to a weak part in the human body; 
upon which the humours are ſure to fall, when ever that is ĩndiſ- 
pos d. To harbour amongourſelves a numberleſs multitude of peo- 
ple, who, whenever we are engaged in war, join with our enemies, 
at the ſame time that tis in our own power to make the people a- 


bove-hinted at friends, would argue, in my humbleopinion, asmuch 


folly, as for a man to neglect ſhaking off a viper that was going to 
bite his hand. But I ſhall leave this important point to our le- 
giſlators, who are infinitely the beſt judges of what may be for 
our advantage or otherwiſe ; and ſhou'd not have once glanc'd 


at it, had it not been introduc'd, in all probability, by the 


pamphlet-writer, from a ſiniſter view; as likewiſe the para- 
graph, page 12, where lord Lovat declares, with a vehemence 


not uſual to perſons of his advanc'd years, that If he had bis 


broad fword by him, he ſboul not ſcruple to chop off their heads 
(thoſe of Sir H. M. and Sir E. G.): if he thought they were in 
the leaſt concerned, in bringing. in un voting for the bill now de- 


pending for deſtroying the untient juiiffliction and privileges of 


''* the highland chiefs. It muſt be confels'd, that ſuch a wilh.was 


\ 3 


extremely natureÞ\to/ kind” Lever, when we c 
made of his own clan; and his ſtrong attachment to the pre- 


tdetender: the French intereſt, and the church of Nome. 


Hage 12, his lordſhip has theſe words: For my part, I die 4 E 
wr for my country. If he did die- A martyr for it, h e ſcar cely 


one, or the higheſt injuſtice is done to his lordſhip's cha- 


racter. A multitude of unjuſt aſperſions may, doubtleſs, have 
been caſt upon him a fate common to all men, how deſerving 


ſoever, who fall into misfortunes, and the authors whereof 


merit the ſharpeſt cenſure ; but, if the public voice is to be cre- 
dited, and a judgment may be formed from ſome of his lord- 
ſhip's 
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6 
ip's actions; we may pronounce, that his life was very far 
from being edifying. I do not take up the pen to blacken it; 


but, on the contrary, would bury his tranſgreſſions quietly with 


bim in the grave, did not I think it neceſſary, in order to un- 


deceive the public, to ſet matters in a true light ; for the ſake 


of which, all particular regard and deference ſhould be laid 
aſide ; and this will plead my apology with every equitable reader, 
When I conſider, the general evil tendency of the pamphlet 
in queſtion, I am apt to look upon the notice taken of lieute- 
nant-governor WMilliamſon's civility [ which however was ex- 
tremely praiſe-worthy] to this unhappy lord during his con- 
ſmement, in the ſame view; as waere 'tis obſerved [Page 13] 
that his lordſhip, the day before his execution, a/#'d about ge- 
naral Williamſon's femrly ; ſpoke very kindly of the general; 
and being informed, that miſs Williamſon was ſo q fected that 
fee could not take leave of his lordjfhip : * God Blefs the dear 
child, ſays he, and make her cternally happy, for ſhe is a kind- 
* hearted good las. The behaviour of the young lady on this 
melancholy occaſion, throws the brighteſt luſtre round her; 
and muſt ſet her in the moſt amiable light in the eye of all be- 
nevolent diſpoſitions ; but I ſuſprct that this circumſtance and 
fome others, were introduc'd only to wake compaſſion in the 
minds of the multitude ; by rep-cfcnting lord Lovat as a per- 
fon who, by his virtues, had attracted the love and veneration 
even of thoſe vwhofe priſoner he was. I conſider, as flowing 
from the ſame principle, the account given us, that his lordſhip 
eem'd to have a great regard for his two warders; and alſo my 
lord's ſaying, when one of them declar'd, that zf ever he lived 
to ſee his ſon, the maſter of Lovat, he would let him know with 
what tenderneſs his lordſhip parted with bim. Give me leave 
to rank in the ſame claſs, the following incident [Page 19] 
where lord Lovat aſking general Milliamſon, on the day of the 
execution, whether he might have the honour to ſee his lady, to 
return her his laſt thanks for the favours and civilities he had 
received The general anſwer'd; my ſpouſe is ſo greatly affett - 
ed with your lordſhip's misfortunes, that ſhe cannot bear the 


Sock of ſecing you at this time, and begs to be excuſed. I wiſh 


too that the compliment (which doubtleſs was juſt) paid to 
Mr Alſop, one of the ſheriffs, who is deſcribed as a gentleman 
of a friendly, bumane dijpo;:tion Page 19] may not be ground- 
ed on the motive above hinted at; as well as, when my lord 
thanks the ſheriffs, for allowing bis friends and relations acceſs 
to him, adding: That it was a confiderable conſolation to him 
tat his body fell into the hands of gentlemen of ſo much honour, 
as aiſo Page 20, where one of the ſheriffs ſays, I would not 
Hurry your lordſbi p- there is half an hour goed, if your lord- 
ip does not iarry too long upon ihe ſcaſfeld. Likewiſe the fol- 

EE | lowing 


| (9) | 
lowing extraordinary paragraph, Page 20, relating to my lord's 
deſiring the ſheriff, that his head might be receiv'd in a cloth, 
and put into the coffin; to which the ſheriff replied : That he 
had received a warrant in the uſual form, for the execution of 
his lordſhip, and as it had not been cuſtomary of late years to ex- 
poſe the head atthe four corners of the ſcaffold, he really thought 
he might indulge his lordſhip with a promiſe as to that point, 
for he did not think he could expoſe the head (though it was de- 
fired, and indeed ordered by a meſſage) without being liable to 
cenſure ; adding withal ; That he was truly ſenſible of the duty 
he o d his MAJjesTY, and ſbould always pay a great regard to 
the orders he received from his grace the duke of NEWCASTLE, or 
any of the miniſtry. The above quotation,} ſeems, to me, big 
with diſſaffection, elſe why that parentheſis? (though it was 
deſired, and even order d by a meſſage) and why is the word 
Majeſty printed in capitals here (and in no other place) as alſo 
that of NEWCASTLE ; it looks as though an odium of cruelty 
were intended to be thrown upon a place where it is well known 
to leaſt reſide. The great averſion our ſovereign has to giving 
his Fiat for executions, is ſo univerſally acknowledged, that it 
were needleſs to expatiate on his merciful diſpoſition in this 
lace. EE 
N The friends to lord Lovat, and other jacobites, will no doubt 
ſay, that I have ſtrained matters too far, in the laſt paragraph; 
and been too ſevere in my conſtruction with regard to the mo- 
tives which, I imagine, induced the pamphlet · writer to expiatate 
ſo much on lord Lovat's gratitude for favours received during 
his impriſonment in the Tower. Such perſons will probably ap- 
ply to me theſe lines of our famous ſatyriſt: - 
All ſeems infected that th* infected ſpy, 
As all looks yellow to the jaundic'd eye. 
= : Ess AY on CRITICISM. 
T ſhall only anſwer, that I am conſcious to myſelf, my mind is 
not of this inveterate caſt; that ſo far from blaming the unhap- 
py lord Lovat for thoſe expreſſions of gratitude, I confider them 
as highly commendable in him ; but at the ſame time I cannot 
but think the pamphlet-writer deſerves the ſharpeſt reproof, for 
the reaſons given above ; and this will be my opinion, till he 
convinces me of the contrary ; in which caſe I ſhall, with the 
utmoſt ſat isfaction, retract my miſtake. | 
We are told Page 22, that lord Lovat, when on the ſcaffold, 
repeated this famous line of Horace: 
Dulce & decorum eft pro patria mori. 
on In Engli/h. > 
How ſweet, how great, to ſuffer for our country ! 
Here the pamphlet- writer wou'd, no doubt, have us image 
lord Levat to our minds, as a 1 2 of conſummate virtue; aa 
Bagh Wz 


. ( 10.) 
a patriot whoſe life had been worne out in the ſervice of. his 
country; as a Cato or a Socrates : How far ſuch a compariſon 
might hold, may be referred to the opinion of the generality of 
my countrymen, who probably (as mankind are apt to run into 
extremes) would rather think of a Catiline on this occaſion, 
Tf the author, who has promiſed to write his lordſhip's life, can 
ſet his character, from authentic vouchers, in a fairer view, I 
ſhall peruſe it with pleaſure, and inſtantly become a proſelyte to 
his opinion. | 
The pamphlet writer introduces the following particular, 
Page 18, naturally enough: At ten, a terrible accident happened 
upon the hill, by the fall of a ſcaffold, which put all the peo- 
ple in great confuſion, ſeveral perſons were killed, and numbers 
maimed and bruiſed. A moſt dreadful cataitrophe indeed | and 
which being mention'd here, may ſuggeſt a variety of reflections 
to the enthuſiaſtic part of the Jacobites : Such as, that Heaven 
manifeſted its diſapprobation of lord Lovat's exit, by the cala- 


mities with which it was attended: That the Divine wrath was 


plainly ſeen, by the terrible effects of its vengeance; and that 
the unhappy victim muſt neceſſarily have been a man of ſuperior 
virtue, a genuine martyr, ſince the Almighty thought fit to 
ſignalize ſo conſpicuouſly his execution, by not permitting him 
to fall alone. 3 ä | 

The laſt paſſage I ſhall examine, in the light in which I 


have hitherto conſidered this pamphlet, is extracted from the 
copy of the paper delivered to the ſheriffs by lord Lovat, Page 
24. His lordſhip therein ſays: As to my death, I cannot but 


look upon it as glorious. No doubt but the pamphlet-writer 
may think it ſo, and would gladly inculcate ſuch an opinion to 
the reſt of the world; but with what deſign, I ſhall leave to 
the determination of every ſenſible, unbyaſs'd reader. Let me 
only obſerve, that if his, death was really glorious, what idea 
ought we to entertain of thoſe who brought him to it ? But the 
enlighten'd part of the nation, who, thanks to Providence, 


are far the greateſt part, are too firmly perſuaded, of the know-_ 


ledge, the rectitude and impartiality. of his noble judges, to be 
ſway'd either by any Ipſe dixit of this unfortunate nobleman z 
or by the STARs which fill up the reft of this remarkable pa- 
ragraph. Here the pamphlet writer, drawing his maſk cloſer, 
only diſcovers ſtill more plainly the ponyard he, till then, had 
endeavour'd to conceal ; by giving every reader an opportunity 
of ſupplying (agreeably to the ſecret drift of this treaſonable 
paper) the chaſm left after the ſounding epithet GLoRIovs. 
Having now ſufficiently examined the motives which, in all 
probability, might induce the author to offer this pamphlet to 
the public, I ſhall next conſidet his lordſhip as to the article of 


Religion, 
The 


Lanta. eee 
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The pamphlet- writer ſays, Page 17, though his lordſhip had 


an awful idea of religion and a fre ate; I could never ob- 


ſerve, in his geſture or ſpeech, the leaft ſhadow of fear, or in- 
geed any ſymptoms of uneaſineſs. The conſequence drawn here, 
by the pamphlet-writer, can hardly be juſt; ſince it has been 
obſerved, by thoſe who have given us the lives of martyrs, that 
a mind duly inſpired by religion, ſo far from being depreſs'd 


by fear on that account; finds, on the contrary, its great and 


only conſolation, from a reflection on the conſciouſneſs of its 
own virtue; the goodneſs of the Creator; and the hopes of a 
bleſſed immortality. Farther, this a idea of religion, and 
a future ſtate (which argue a ſpirit of mildneſs and reſignation} 
ſeem not very confiſtent with his lordſhip's anger about his pe- 
ruke, the very morning of his execution. © About half an hour 
© after eight, the barber brought his lordſhip's wig, which not 
© being powder'd ſo much as uſual, on account of its being a 
© rainy day, he ſeem'd angry, and ſaid, That he went to the 
* block with pleaſure, and if he had a ſuit of velvet embroider'd 


© he would wear it on that occaſion.” How a mind that panted 


for diſſolution, and hop'd to be in Heaven by one o'clock, Page 
18, ſhould be ſo ſollicitous about adorning that head of earth, 
which was quickly to be ſever'd from its body, ſeems to me a 
paradox. Had his lordſhip's ſoul been in a due chriſtian frame, 
it would have been employ'd on the beatifick viſion, rather 
than on the pomps and vanities of this evz/ world, as he juſtly 


ſtyles it, Page 23; on the rapturous joys he expected ſhortly 


to taſte in Paradiſe, rather than on ſuch a trifle as the powder- 
ing of his wig ; or that no leſs trifle, a ſuit of velvet embraider'd, 
A man of honour would gladly die with a becoming decency ; 
and his attending to the minuteſt circumſtance, as many might 
think it, on ſo ſolemn an occaſion, ſhall be very praiſe-worthy. 
Such was the conduct of the celebrated Lucretia, who, after 
having been raviſhed by the vile ſon of Targuin, and ſtabbing 
herſelf, threw, as ſhe fell, her robe over thoſe parts which ne- 
ceſſarily require a veil; in order that the perſons who ſhould 
find her lifeleſs corpſe, might not perceive the leaſt tokens of 
immodeſty about it. | | | 
Tunc quoque jam moriens, ne non procumbat honeſt 
Reſpicit: Hæc etiam cura cadentis erit. 
Ovid. FAs rok. 


Joo return to his lordſhip. We areentertain'd with the con- 


verſation which paſs'd between him and his barber the ſon, 
(as lord Lovat imagined) of a Muggletonian : We find that, 
after his, lordſhip had' ſhewn his reſentment with regard to his 


peruke's not being properly powder'd ; -he again ſpoke to the 
barber, Page 18, about his n and told him his notions 


were extremely ſingular 3 For the ſoul, ſaid his lordſhip, is .a 
. * ſpiritual 


( 12 ) 
© ſpiritual ſubſtance, and can no more be diſſolved for a time, or 
© buried with the body, than it can be annihilated entirely, and 
© at the ſame time ſmiled.- My lord, ſaid the barber, * you'll 
© ſee that.“ What a tranſition have we, in his lordſhip's part 
of the dialogue ! ſuch a one as might naturally induce the bar- 
ber [whoſe father's principles I no ways eſpouſe] to look upon 
lord Lovat's behaviour as no leſs ſingular, than the latter thought 
the principles of the Muggletonians; or incline him to conſider 
his lordſhip merely as an enthuſiaſt or a hypocrite ; and there- 
fore I don't ſee how the barber could have made his lordſhip a 
more proper anſwer. I would farther aſk, who ſhewed moſt 
judgment; lord Loh, in being angry that his wig was not ſuf- 
ficiently decorated, a little before his going to execution; or 
his barber, in imagining, probably, that a little powder beſt 
ſuited ſo very tragical a ceremony ? | 

I ſubmit to the reader, whether there does not ſeem ſome- 
thing 1:ke enthuſiaſm, in the air and manner with which lord 
' Lovat receiv'd the news of the dead-warrant being come. His 
lordſhip, page 4, taking him, the meſſenger, by the hand, drank 
his health, thank'd him kindly for the favour, as he call'd it, and 
aſſur d him he was ſo well ſatisfied with his doom, that he would 
not change ſtations with any prince in Europe. My lord muſt 
ſurely have entertain'd a moſt dreadful idea of the condition of 
the ſeveral princes; or was a down-right enthuſiaſt; or did not 
ſpeak as he really thought. Surely life is, in general, ſo very 
ſweet to each individual; and the thoughts of a violent death ſo 
extremely ſhocking, that no man in his perfect ſenſes but would 
prefer his preſent exiſtence to it. That his lordſhip was not al- 
ways ſo vaſtly enamoured with death, is evideat from his endea- 
vours, which were very natural, to eſcape from his majeſty's 
forces, and to fave his life when upon his trial; and particularly 
from the ſoothing letter ſent, by him, to his royal highneſs the 
duke of Canoe ; and which I heard read in Ye/iminſter- 
Hall; wherein lord Lovat has recourſe to all the flowers of rhe- 
toric, in order to move the duke; ſuch as, the holding him in 
his arms, when a child; and preſenting him to his royal grand- 
father, who, as he obſerved, had a great kindneſs for his lord- 
ſhip. What a ſtrong contraſt was there, between this letter to 
his royal highneſs; and that of lord Lovat to his ſon, wherein he 
ſo earneſtly exhorts him, to give the young Pretender the beſt 
accommodations poſſible: Might not this naturally put the au- 
ditor in mind of Proteus? 

Omnia transformat ſeſe in miracula rerum, 
Ignemque, horribilemque feram, fluviumque liguentem. 
| VI. Georg. IV. 
| Paraphras'd in Engli/h. 
_ © The lipp'ry Gop will try to looſe his hold :--- 
* Andyarious forms aſſume, to cheat thy ſight; 


s And 
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© And with vain images of beaſts affright. 
With foamy tuſks, will ſeem a briſtly boar, 
Or imitate the lion's angry roar ; 
© Break out in crackling flames to ſhun thy ſnares, 
© Or hiſs a dragon, or a tyger ſtares: 
Or with a wile, thy caution to betray, 
In fleeting ſtreams attempt to ſlide away. DRypEN. 


In the ſame view with the paſſage borrowed from page 4, 

quoted above, I conſider what is related, page 11: About ten 
o*clack he, lord Lovat, ſang part of a Jus ; at which the war- 
der expreſs'd his ſurprize, and aſ d his lordſbip how he could 
be ſo merry when he was to die to-morrow. To which my lord 
replied, that he was as fit for an entertainment as ever he was in 
his life. But his lordſhip argues much more rationally, when 
ſpeaking to one of the warders concerning his death : *T7s 4 
debt, ſays lord Lovat, page 16, we all owe, and what we muſt 
all pay; and don't you think it better to go off in this manner, 
than to linger with a conſumption, gout, dropſy, fever, &c. Theſe 
words, and what he ſaid to a friend of his who ſeem'd dejected 
as he was going up to the ſcaffold, page 21; Cheer up thy heart, 
man, I am not afraid, why ſhould you? are worthy of the hero, 
the philoſopher; and neither Brutus, nor Seneca, could have 
ſpoke more to the purpoſe. 
His lordfaip delivers himſelf in a truly Chriſtian ſtyle, and 
with decent heroiſm, when he ſays, in his letter to his ſon the 
maſter of Lovat, page 7: I know not yet what my fate may be, 
but bleſs God, I am prepared to go to the ſcaffold and black to- 
morrow, if God in his divine will and providence hath ordered 
it ſo. The whole letter ſeems dictated by a ſpirit of Chriſtian 
piety; and ſuch a one [ tho' ſome may think it ſavours too much 
of the bigot] as a tender father might naturally ſend to a dearly 
beloved ſon, the darling of his ſoul, as my lord ſtyles him in one 
of his letters ; and yet, if he was ſuch, his lordſhip has had great 
wrong done him. Ss 

Where mention is made of his lordſhip's religion, page 15, 
we are told that he a//ur'd ſome gentlemen he was converſing 
with, that he was bred a Proteſtant; but going abroad, and hau- 
ing ſome diſputes with father *****#* no matter who] he found 
himſelf very much flagger'd in his principles, and pray'd to God, 
to direct him in the right way. If his lordſhip vras really very 
much ſtagger'd on this occaſion, I am afraid he had been little 
grounded in his original principles; otherwiſe he could never 
have been induced to embrace ſo extravagant a religion as that 
of the Papifts ; a religion the ſyſtem of which is equally ridicu- 
lous with the tales of the fairies, and far leſs diverting. Tis 
added, in the above page, that after this, his lordſhip ſtudied 
divinity and controverſy three years, and then turned _— Ca- 

: tholict. 
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tholick. *© This is my faith, ſays he, but T have charity for al 
© mankind; and 1 believe every fincere, honeſt man bids fair for | 
© Heaven, let his perſuaſion be what it will, for the mercies of 
© the almighty are great, and his ways paſt finding out.* His 
lordſhip's becoming a convert to popery from proteſtantiſm, is no 
great compliment to his capacity | ſpite of that paid bim by 
the pamphlet-writer] who declares him, page 17, to have had a 
great ſhare of memory and underſtanding ; but his oonverſion is 
all of a piece with his jacobitiſm; and indeed the connexion be- 
tween this and popery is ſo great, that tis ſurprizing they ſhould 
ever be aſunder, tho' this is ſometimes found. However, lord 
Lovat ſeems to have been one of the more moderate Romaniſts; 
it being well known, that the zealots among them, are ſo very 
tender-hearted, as to allow of no falvation out of the pale of 
their wander-working church. | 
The following paragraph is introduc'd, page 15. after this 
he, [ lord Lovat] pulled out a filver crucifix, and either æiſs'd it, 
or rubb* d his mouth with it, I don't know which. Then hand- 
ing it about, here is a crucifix, ſays he, did you ever ſee a better? 
obſerve. how ſtrong the expreſſion is, and how finely the paſſions 
are delineated. We keep pictures of our beſt friends, of our fa- 
' thers, mothers, &c. and pray why ſhou'd not we keep a picture of 
him, who has done more than all the world for us? doubtleſs 
ſuch an image may be kept with great propriety; and when 
finely executed, ſhall give vaſt pleaſure to a curious eye, as well 
as to many a devout mind. But then, why worſhip ſuch a 
figure? why kiſs or rub one's mouth with it? why conſider it, 
as the repreſentation of the mighty Zehovah, of the amazing, 
God of the univerſe; he who fills all ſpace, and whoſe nature 
is infinitcly above the comprehenſion of us, mean worms, 
vhoſe terreſtrial part, crawls up and down the earth for a few 
moments, and then vaniſhes. One wou'd conclude, that lord 
Lovat, being defciib'd as maſter of à great ſhare of learning, 
[page 15, ] memory and underſtanding, page 17,] would have 
had no occaſion for ſuch pieces of ſculpture, to raiſe in him a 
ſtronger idea of our creator or redeemer, but that his imagina- 
tion, from what he, during ſo long a. courſe of years, muſt 
have heard, read, and ſeen, would have exhibited the divine 
perſon to his mind, in infiaitely ſtronger colours, than could 
be done by ſilver, or any terreſtial ſubſtance. That as his eyes 
were open; the view of the ſkies, of the great celeſtial lumi- 
nary, and of every thing round kim, loudly proclaim the divi- 
nity, preſiding over the whole creation: that the cloathing the 
redeemer of the world, with ſuch materials, and portraing 
him in fo contracted a form, was infinitely beneath his true 
. grandeur. and majeſty. Then, as to his lordſhip's argument, 
vix. that we may be allowed to keep. pictures of our anne, 
| INCC 
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fince we preſerve thoſe of our relations, whom we value; I 
anſwer that the compariſon, does not ſeem, [to me at leaſt] to 
ſuit in any manner: the repreſentations of our friends or rela- 
tions, may probably be very exact; but thoſe of the deity, can- 
not poſſibly be ſo. With regard to lord Lovat's applauding the 
ſtrength of the expreſſion, in this crucifix, and the beauty with 
which the paſſions were delineated; this praiſe is wholly due to 
the artiſt who made it; and the like elogium would have been 
beſtow'd upon him, by all the Connoiſſeurs, had he fram'd a 
[ſuppos'd] ſtrong image, of an oppoſite kind of being. As to 
myſelf, whenever I would: repreſent to my mind, the creator, 
or the redeemer, I ſummons: together the moſt auguſt, the 
moſt awful ideas in my frail power; and, from theſe united, 
form ſomething infinitely above the utmoſt force of paint or 
language; and then, after this ftrong exertion, find myſelf” 
quite loſt in the immenſity of the reflection. Hence, when 1 
image to my fancy, lord Lovat kiſſing his crucifix, and rubbing” 
his mouth with it, he appears to me in no other light, than a 
child toying with, and hugging his baby. 

However, when I reflect on one or two articles, ¶ thoſe of 
abſolution, and maſſes for ſouls departed] in the Romiſh reli- 
gion, I am almoſt inclin'd to retract what I before hinted at, 
_ viz. that lord Lovat's turning Papiſt, was no compliment to 
his underſtanding. It has been remark'd, as one great differ- 
ence between the Proteſtant and Popiſh religions, that the for- 
mer is the moſt commodious for living in; and that the latter 
gives the beſt Quietus, at our exit. A man, when drowning 
will catch at a ſtraw; and the Viaticum of the church of Roms 
is ſo pregnant with bleffings, that tis no wonder multitudes 
ſhould ſcramble for them: Such a religion ſeems, indeed per- 
fectly well calculated, for a man who, being firmly perſuaded of 
its truth, ſhould reſolve to lead a moſt abandon'd life. With 
what ſecurity and guſt might ſuch a one, eſpecially if rich, 
plunge into vices of every kind, and be a ſcourge to his fellow- 
creatures, in caſe he did not entertain the leaſt doubt but that 
the abſolution of a prieſt, during his life-time; or maſſes offered 
up in his favour after his deceaſe, would purge him from all his 
iniquities; and reſtore him to the ſpotleſs innocence with which 
he iſſued from his mother's womb? Impious religion, highly 
injurious to the creator, and a diſgrace to the human ſpecies 
*Tis to brand it that I throw out theſe reflections, and not to 
diſturb the manes of lord Lovat, The ſuggeſtions of this reli- 
gion are fo horrid, that I doubt not but that his lordſhip chiefly 
ow'd his ruin to them; to a religion, which, whilſt it cajoles, 
fleeces, and tortures mankind, menaces the profeſſors of every 
other with everlaſting damnation. * I'was its dictates that, poſ- 
ſibly, excited in his lordſhip a. deſire of extirpating hereticks ; 
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and prompted him to order 4 fiery croſs to be carried before hit 
clan, when armed, and in open rebellion; as denouncing, 
againſt all who ſhould refuſe to join the Pretender's ſtandard, 
extirpation by fire and ſword T. However, let not the deteſta- 
tion in which I hold the Popiſh religion, be extended to all who 


_ profeſs it; ſo far am I from harbouring ſuch a thought, that tis 


my ſincere opinion a multitude of Romaniſts are perſons of the 
greateſt virtue; and of ſo much the greater, as they refuſe to 
embrace the opportunity offered them, of being | with imagin'd 
impunity in the world to come] more wicked than other men. 
Loet us now take a view of lord Lovat's under/tanding, on 
which the pamphlet-writer beſtows a great encomium, page 17. 
J take underſtanding to be that guide which directs a man to 
what is juſt and fitting; in which caſe it will be found ſynoni- 
mous with w:/dom. But can his lordſhip's conduct be conſi- 
dered as guided by its ſacred inſpirations? We find that this no- 
bleman, after the Engliſb nation had expreſſed its extreme ab- 
horrence of Popery and Tyranny, by inviting over the Prince 
of Orange, and driving out king Fames II; after the deſerved 
ill ſucceſs of the rebellion in 1715 [not to mention other machi- 
nations and attempts] his lordſhip entertained an opinion, that 
there might till be a probability of ſettling the Pretender on the 
throne of theſe realms. But did not my lord ſhew the utmoſt 
weakneſs here? Could he imagine th the Exgliſb nation, 
whilſt engaged in war with France, its natural enemy; an 
enemy that would gladly ruin our manufactures and trade, ſhac- 
kle us with chains of Popery and Tyranny, and make us a pro- 
vince to its empire; that the Engliſb, I ſay, could be fo infatu- 
ated, as to accept of a king nurtur'd and aided by that very 
power? With equal reaſon might lord Lovat have taken a ſer- 
vant into his family, upon the bare recommendation of a high- 
wayman. Should he not have conſidered, that the memory of 
the barefac'd and flagrant manner in which king James II. vio- 
lated his coronation-oath, is fix'd on high like a beacon, to 
warn Engliſhmen not to put the leaſt truſt in any ſon of Rome, 
whatever plauſible promiſes he may make, and how beautifully 
ſoever he may gild over his poyſonous pill? 8 
Farther, as my lord was ſo very ſanguine in the cauſe of ja- 
cobitiſm, would he not have diſcovered infinite more diſcretion, 
had he, in conſideration of his age and infirmities, left the Bri- 
tiſb dominions, and retir'd to Paris or Rome; where he might 


not only have lived undiſturb'd and ſecure from danger, but 


been careſs'd for his fiery ſpirit ? Did it argue wiſdom in him, 
to treaſure up, in his ſtrong-box, letters which prov'd fatal to 
him ? Would not a prudent man have committed them to the 
flames, to prevent them ever riſing in judgment againſt him? 
7 Did 

+ This was proved at the trial. 


CF 
Did his good ſenſe appear, in his trifling ſo much with his noble 
judges; and giving them all the trouble he could, at the 21 | 
time that he muſt know, that they had more than ſufficient, in 
their hands, to convict him? Would he not have ſhewn mare 
prudence, had he refrain'd from ſome ſatyrical expreſſions, before 
their lordſhips, whick drew upon him a reproof from that ſo- 
lemn court? Could he be ſo great a ſtranger to the cruel ſtra- 
tagems of the court of Verſailles, as not to perceive that its 
encouraging the rebellion was merely a ſtate- trick, in order to 
aggrandize their own power by diſuniting us? And could he be 
ſo ignorant in the hiſtory of latter times, as not to know, that 
numbers of his countrymen had fallen a ſacrifice to thelike inſidious 
machinations of the French? Does his lordſhip offer us an advan- 
tageous idea of his underſtanding, when, as was before hinted, 
we ſce him kiſſing a crucifix ; and haranguing on its beauties to 
the perſons about him? Thoſe who engaged in favour of the 
glorious revolution, under king William III. were prompted by 
rational motives : King James II. had exaſperated fo highly all 
ranks of his ſubjects, that they call'd loudly either for a change, 
or for his expulſion : But was there any thing like this in the 
revolution meditated by the jacobites ? 

I preſume that the true ſprin g and motive of his lordſhip's 
engaging in the rebellion [abſtrafted from the cauſe which he 
aigns for it, viz. the miniſtry's taking his independant com- 
pany from him: ] may be thus accounted for: This unhappy 
nobleman was probably ſeduced by the paſſions of ambition and 
intereſt ; paſſions which have proved fatal to multitudes, as is 
manifeſt from hiſtory, both antient and modern. The flattering 
thoughts, of raiſing himſelf and his family, to greater honours, 
and of his amaſſing more wealth, work'd too powerfull on 
his ſou} ; made him forget the oath he had taken, and the 
duty he ow'd to his ſovereign and his country. In all proba- 
bility the ducal coronet flaſh'd ſtrongly on the eye of his reaſon 
and extinguiſh'd its light; not to mention that, being naturally 
fond of command, the mock commiſhon conſtituting him 
lieutenant-general of the Pretender's forces and general of the 
Highlanders, ſoothed his pride. But how happy would it have 
been for him, had he, inſtead of liſtening to that ſyren, that 
Ignis fatuus, Ambition, reflected on the calamities in which it 
uſually involves thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be miſguided by it. 

* But O the curſe of wiſhing to be great nt fo 

© Dazzled with hope we cannot ſee the cheat 

* Where wild ambition in the heart we find, 

* Farewell content and quiet of the mind. 

For glitt'ring clouds we leave the ſolid ſhore, 

And wonted happineſs returns no more. 
„nnn. l from JUVENAL. 
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If any man, who joins in a rebellion, can be thought to act 
with even the ſhadow of prudence, it muſt be one who, being 
of a deſperate fortune, or having none at all; may be ſo aban- 
doned as to delight himſelf with the hopes of triumphing amid 
the ruins of his country. But for a gentleman of lord Lovat's 
birth, age, titles, and eſtate, to ſhare in ſo excreable an attempt, 
can ſcarcely be conſidered any otherwiſe than as the extremes 
of madneſs. Was his fortune not ſufficient to ſupply him with 

almoſt every thing the moſt craving mind, not wholly depriv'd 
of reaſon, could wiſh for? In cafe his deſtructive ſchemes had 
been crown'd with ſucceſs, could this have thrown him back into 
youth ; and conſequently have given him an opportunity of in- 
dulging his ſenſes in a higher degree; or increaſed the number 
of thoſe he enjoy'd ? On the contrary, was he not bow'd down 
by the weight of years, oppreſſed by infirmities, and on the verge 
of eternity? could he have found any thing, in the doctrine of 
that ſaviour, of whoſe image he ſeemed ſo exceedingly fond, to 
countenance ſuch a conduct ? and is it not repugnant to the 
maxims laid down by Socrates, Seneca, and the greateſt ſages of 
antiquity ? As this is a true picture of the condition and behaviour 
of lord Lovat, on which the phamphlet- writer, Page 3, beſtows 
the epithet eee as ĩt really was, in one ſenſe ; with 
what propriety can he make a panegyric on his underſtanding ? 
As the profeſs'd deſign of that author was to praiſe him at all 
adventures; to repreſent him as a hero, a ſaint ; and conſequently 
to draw an odium on the government for putting him to death, 
he even is ſet before us as a ſhining example of temperance. / 
have obſerved already, ſays the Writer Page 15, that his lord- 
ſhip was never drunk in his life ; and he has often declared, 
that he thought eating of ſuppers was doing violence to nature 
and committing a ſin againſt the body. He ſeldom took any break- 
Faſt; always made a very hearty dinner, but never eat a mor ſel for 
ſupper. Why are nature and /in brought in upon this occaſion, 
except to inſinuate to the world, that his lordſhip was a man of 
uncommon purity 3 one who, ſo far from yielding to the ſug- 
geſtions of the paſſions, had an entire command over them; 
and, with the dignity of an antient philoſopher, trampled them 
under foot? If lord Lovat was really never drunk in his life, we 
muſt confeſs this to be an uncommon circumſtance : but with 
reſpect to the other two, his eating no breakfaſts or Suppers, 
he has ten thouſand imitators ; and conſequently his refraining 
from them adds nothing of the marvellous to his character, and 
therefore fnould not have been mentioned here. Tis plain that 
the penegyriſt ſeizes every opportunity, how minute ſoever, 
which he imagines may inſpire the world with a more ad- 
vantageous opinion of his hero; but how his lordſhip's giving 
#he warder a. ſbilling to ſend for a battle of Stoughton's Elixir, 
” [ page 
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[page 14] with ſome other particulars, equally important, 
ſerve to that purpoſe, is above my narrow comprehenſion. 
Learning has ſo conſiderable a part in forming, and finiſhing 
the compleat gentleman, that the pamplet-writer, cou'd not 
omit this article; and therefore he tells us, that his lordſhip had 
4 great ſharg of it, (page 15) he adds; that as he ſpoke the latin, 
french, and engliſh fluently, and ſome other modern languages 
indifferently, we aſk'd his lordſhip, concerning his education; he 
faid, he ſtudied ſome years at Aberdeen, and diſputed his philo- 
ſophy in greek.” From this topic, he went to religion again -=-== 
That after this, he fludied divinity and controverſy, three years, 
and then turn'd Roman-Catholic. So that his lordſhips learning, 
ſerved only as a foundation for him, (after having been brought 
up in the proteſtant faith, ) to erect a popiſh ſuperſtructure upon 
it. I ſhall not be ſo raſh, as to pronounce on lord Lovat's 
knowledge, being an entire ſtranger to it ; and therefore cannot 
deny, but that he might have acquir'd a conſiderable ſtock in 
that reſpet. Let me, however, obſerve, that tho? a ſkill in va- 
rious languages, with the diſputing on philoſophy in greek, ſounds 
high; and ſeems to imply. at firſt ſight, a man who has largely 
water' d and enrich'd his mind, from the fountains of literature; 
yet, perſons converſant in the learned world, are ſenſible that 
many particulars, in the philoſophy of the ſchools, are ſo empty 
and trifling, that a ſagacious man would not deſire to be bur- 
then'd with them; as alſo, that a ſkill in languages, ſerves ſome- 
times, only to make men vain, and chatter like ſo many parrots. 
We know indeed, that this ſkill is commonly call'd learning; 
and nevertheleſs, a man poſleſs'd of it may be ignorant; as, on 
the other hand, one who is a perfect ſtranger to all tongues, ex- 
cept that of his native country, ſhall with the greateſt propriety, 
be ftil'd a very learned man. Languages are juſtly term'd the 
keys to ſcience, which they are in effect, and no more: whereas 
learning, conſider'd in all its branches, comprehends the know- 
ledge of every thing, in the compaſs of nature, attainable. (if 
this expreſſion may be allow'd me) by the human mind; and 
conſequentlyclaims the higheſt reverence, as being, the nobleſt 
object of its reſearches. I wou'd not, however be thought to 
derogate from the merit of a {kill in tongues, which is very 
laudable, when a right uſe is made of it: all I mean is, to warn 
men from miſtaking the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. If the me- 
moirs of lord Lovat, (fold by G. Faulkner, NM. Bryen and R. 
James, as writ by this nobleman) are found genuine; the public 
may then be able to form a much better judgment, as to his lordſhip's 
literary talents: but this I will venture to aſſert before-hand; if it 
ſhould appear that his lordſhip had really treaſur'd up a great deal 
of knowledge, it muſt be own'd that he made a very bad uſe of it: 
or, in other words if he was ſo wiſe as to milk his pail full (the 
— I polite 
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polite reader will excuſe this homely proverb) he injudiciouſly 
kick'd it down again. The only true and noble end of learn- 
ing, is to entertain, to irradiate and inlarge the ſoul ; to keep it 
out of the maze of wickedneſs, and folly, whither it is perpetu- 
ally invited ; and to lead it into the paths of virtue and wiſdom ; 
when knowledge is not made ſubſervient to theſe admirable pur- 


poſes, inſtead of adorning a man, it only ſets him in the moſt 


contemptible view; fince ſuch a one, tho' ſo happy as to hold 
a light in his hand, is yet indiſcrete enough to daſh it to pieces. 
A good memory may be a great ornament, a ſingular advantage 
to the poſſeſſor; and accordingly, we find lord Lovat menti- 
tioned (Page 17) as enjoying that faculty in a ſtrong degree. 
And yet, when *tis not regulated by the judgment, it ſhall add 
very little to a man's character, but on the contrary, detract 
from it. However, I don't pretend to apply this to his lordſhip, 
having never heard him ſpeak, except at this trial. Being a po- 
lite man; having liv'd to a very advanc'd age; viſited foreign 
countries; and gone thro' an odd variety of adventures; his 
company might probably be very entertaining (as the public ſay 
it was to general Williamſon;) eſpecially when we reflect on his 
lordſhip's talent of pleaſantry, humour, or wit, ( call it as you 
pleaſe, ) a talent which can enliven, and give a zeſt, to the 
moſt trifling circumſtances, to a nothing, and thence be plea- 
ſing to the generality of people. . 
*T was therefore natural, for the pamphlet- writer, to expa- 
tiate on lord Lovat's turn, in this particular; to take notice, 
(Page 3, ) of his uncommon gatety and jocoſeneſs ; to obſerve 
( Page 17, ) that his behaviour was all of a piece, and that 
he was the ſame facetious companion now, as he was before ſen- 
tence was paſſed againſt (upon) him. As this conduct appears, 
at firſt fight, to be the moſt extraordinary part of that unhappy 
lord's character, *twas natural that his panegyriſt ſhou'd beſtow 
a little incenſe upon it. The ſeeming gaity with which his lord- 
ſhip left our earth, and took a letp into the dark, as Mr. Hobbes 


terms it; may put one in mind of the facetious queſtion aſk'd 


by Auguſtus Cæſar, in his laſt ſickneſs. We are told by Sueto- 
nius, that this emperor finding himſelf one day worſe than uſual, 
call'd for a looking-glaſs; after which, cauſing his head and 
hair to be deck'd ; he turn'd about to his courtiers, and cried 
with a ſmile, don't you think me a good player ? to the ſame 


* 


purport are the words made uſe of by Rabelais, in his expiring 


moments: Let fall the curtain, the farce is ended. From the 


part which lord Lovat ated, in the drama of his life, one would 


conclude, that he conſider d it in the ſame comic light with this 
famous joker. That his lordſhip had a talent for repartee, is 
evident from the peruſal of the pamphlet, now under conſidera- 
tion, where, ( tho” all his anſwers and reflections, are far from 


glittering . 
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glittering alike;) I defy any man to mend the ſhrew'd one, re- 
lating to that Coryphæus, of enthuſiaſts, the now celebrated 
Mr. Painter, of St. Fohn's-College in Oxford, when lord Lo- 
vat ſays, (page I1,) Pm afraid the poor gentleman, (Mr. Pain- 
ter,) is weary of living in this wicked world; and, if that be 
the caſe ; the obligation is alter d, becauſe a part of the benefit 
is intended for himſelſ. | 
Men will conſider the ſeeming indifference, or rather ſatisfac- 
tion, with which his lordſhip went to the block, and ſubmitted 
to the fatal ſtroke, in an advantageous or unfavourable light, 
agreeably to the religious or political principles, by which they 
are byaſs'd; and their peculiar temper, and caſt of mind. There 
is no doubt, but the chief or only defign of the pamphlet-writer, 
in repreſenting lord Lovat ſo very eaſy, and even gay, when 
death ſtared him in the face, was, that our countrymen might 
_ thence falſely ſuppoſe him a man who, ſo far from being conſci- 
ous of his committing a crime, was, on the contrary, ſenſible 
that he fell in the moſt glorious of all combats, that of virtue: 
That his chearfulneſs was a manifeſt indication of his innocence; 
and of his being in firm expectation of an immortal crown, as a 
reward for his glorious attempt; and conſequently, that the cauſe 
which triumphed, viz. that of our religion, of our ſovereign, 
and our. liberty, was a diabolical cauſe. On the other hand, the 
friends to the preſent government, will, from a reflection on lord 
Lovat's paſt life, and the whole tenor of his behaviour, eſpe- 
cially in his latter moments; conclude, that he acted in a man- 
ner wholly unbecoming a chriftian, and a philoſopher; fince his 
great care ſhould have been, the making his peace withHeaven, 
rather than to have ſported (to borrow an image from Prior) ſo 
idly with the darts of death. This will be the conſtruction of 
moſt perſons of a ſerious turn; whilſt others, who are fond of a 
joke, on all occaſions, may be delighted with thoſe of his lord- 
ſhip, even in Articulo mortis. | : 15 
The pampblet- writer, in all probability, intended that the 
reader, on the peruſal of his narrative, ſhould form a parallel 
between the exit of this ill-fated nobleman, and thoſe of the 
greateſt philoſophers of antiquity; of the moſt celebrated mar- 
tyrs; and particularly of Sir Thomas More, and Sir Walter 
Rawleigh. But here we may apply a paſſage from Mr. Addi- 
fon *, ſpeaking of the former: I hat was philoſophy in this ex- 
traordinary man, would be frenzy in one who does not reſemble him, 
as well in the chearfulneſs of his temper, as in the ſanity of his 
life and manners. ; pO 
Lord Lovat's cheerfulneſs, at his leaving the world, had fur- 
niſhed a ſubject for panegyric to many of the old Romans, tho? 
they would have abhorr'd the principle, to which he ow'd his 
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fall, viz. an attempt to extirpate liberty. Tis well known, that 
the people juſt mention'd, entertain'd a veneration for thoſe who 
held death in contempt; and that the inculcating this contempt 
was one of the great objects of a branch of their ſages, Mr. de 
St. Evremond would, perhaps, on this account, have conſidered 
his lordſhip in the ſame view as he does a celebrated Roman au- 
thor. * Petronius, ſays this ingenious gentleman *, © offers us 
© in his death, only one image of life: There was no action, no 
word, no circumſtance, which denotes the perplexity of a man 
© who is leaving this world. Tis for him, properly, that dying 
© may be called ceaſing to live; and the VIx1T of the Romans 
© may juitly be applied to Petronius. But then J imagine that, 
after meditating on the general character of lord Lovat, the 
above author would have cloſed his reflections, with what mo- 
deſty prompted him to obſerve ſo pleaſantly concerning himſelf: + 
With regard to myſelf, who have ever lived at random; *twill 
© be enough that Idie in the ſame manner. Since prudence has 
© had ſo ſmall a ſhare in the actions of my life; I ſhould be ſorry 
© did it pretend to direct the cloſe of it.” Nor would his lord- 
ſhip's manner of dying, have diſpleaſed another writer of the 
ſame country: © I deſpiſe, ſays he , a too ſerious death, the 
© chief merit of which conſiſts in a ſtrong air of affetation. I 
© ſet as little value upon courage, when too deeply concerted. 
Something of indolence becomes thoſe who are quitting life; I 
© mean that indolence. which is the genuine, the firſt ſenſation of 
© unadulteratedjoy. As this ariſes from the tranquillity of the 
mind, can any pleaſure be put in competition with it? How- 
© ever, I do not pretend to propoſe this to perſons of a reſerved 
© and gloomy turn of mind ; ſuch being diſpleaſed with every 
© thing which is not exactly conformable to the moft ſerious 
© rules. Theſe would frown on any perſon who ſhould endea- 
© your, by diverting them ingeniouſly from the proſpe& of 
© death, to leſſen the horror it ſeems to inſpire.” But in how 
different a ſtrain would our orthodox divines argue on this oc- 
caſion; for the authors quoted above were far from being bi- 

gots to the Chriſtian religion. os 
Multitudes are apt to lay the greateſt ſtreſs on the words of 
dying perſons; and yet we have the moſt convincing demon- 
ſtration (and from perſons executed, who left the world with 
proteſtations diametrically oppoſite) that they are ſometimes not 
to be regarded. The obſervation of Lucretius, ſays Mr. Bayle ||, 
viz. that men, when expiring, unmaſk themſelves, and appear in 
their genuine colours, does not always hold true. A falſe ſhame 
© | often 
* Vol. II. of his works. + Saint- Euremond, Vol. I. ꝗ Mr. 
De/landes, in his reflections on the death of ſuch great men as died 


with pleaſantry. In his Dictionary: under Francis of Lorrain, 
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often accompanies us to the grave; and that love of glory which 
the great idolized during their life-time, forces them to conceal, 
even when they are quitting the World, whatever might ſully their 
reputation. A predominant paſſion has ſometimes ſo great an 
aſcendant, as not to be reſtrained by the view of approaching 
death, This was obſervable in Tiberius's darling quality; I 
mean diſſimulation; the hiſtorian relating, that tho? he failed 
in his bodily ſtrength, *twas otherwiſe with his hypocriſy ; he 
© {till diſcovering the ſame ſtern frame of mind, the ſame ear- 
© neſtneſs with regard to ſpeech and countenance; and ſometimes 
© ſhewing an affected courteſy, which yet covered an evident 
© decay.” Jam Tiberium corpus, jam vires, nondum diſſimul- 
© atio diſerebat. Idem animi rigor, ſermone ac vultu intentus, 
« queſita interdum comitate, quamvis manifeſtam defectionem te- 
* gebat *. Lord Lovat cannot, however, be branded, by his 
friends, with having abandoned their cauſe; he maintaining it, 
outwardly at leaſt, to the laſt: but what might be his real ſenti- 
ments, which poſſibly were ſincere, I ſhall not pretend to de- 
termine; for theſe, perhaps, were known to Heaven and him- 
ſelf only. But will the reader permit me to offer a few conjec- 
tures, and not thence entertain a diſadvantageous opinion of my 
temper ; not conſider me as a man who bore an inveterate hate 
to lord Lovat, nor one who pollutes all things with his touch ? 
Poſſeſſing ſo much ſtrength of mind as his lordſhip appears to 
have been endued with, this might predominate ſo far, as to 
make him reſolve to die in a manner quite conſiſtent with the 
cauſe in which he had embark'd, tho' he were fully convinc'd of 
its being a bad one. His lordſhip was juſtly become obnoxious 
to the party he had eſpouſed ; and therefore, ſince he naturally 
expected no quarter, he might arm himſelf with reſolution ſuf- 
ficient for him to keep up a good exteriour ; and thereby pre- 
ſerve his reputation in the minds of the Jacobites. Here, I be- 
lieve, follows an eſſential difference between the effect of the 
behaviour of this nobleman, and that of the earl of Kilmarnock : 
The friends of the Pretender will ever look upon the former, 
for adhering ſo ſtrenuouſly to their cauſe, even in his expiring 
moments, as a gentleman of the utmoſt honour and fortitude : 
whilſt the latter will be conſidered, by many among them, as a 
weak, unſtable creature, unworthy the name of a man. Which 
of them died moſt like a chriſtian can ſcarcely be made a queſ- 
tion. But what is this reputation, this fame after death, of 
which lord Lovat, might be ſollicitous? a puff, a nothing : and 
yet this impulſe ſhall be ſtrong in the moſt excellent men; and 
when rightly directed, be productive of the happieſt effects. It 
may, perhaps, ariſe from vanity, and a miſtaken ſuppoſition (if 
I may be allowed the whimfical thought) that a perſon, tho' 


truck 
by Tacit, Annal. Lib. vi. cap. 50. . 
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ſtruck from this earth, ſhall yet enjoy the ſame ſenſations and 
faculties as when living. Hence might ariſe his lordſhip's deſire, 
among other things, that the executioner ſhould not be permit- 
ted, even to touch any of his cloaths after his head was off, 
page 23; hence his facetious care with regard to his funeral, 
page 12. He then told them, he would have his body carried to 
Scotland, to be interred in his own tomb, in the church of Kirk- 
hill; and ſaid that he had once made a codicil to his will, where 
all the pipers from Johnie Groat's houſe to Edinburgh, were in- 
vi ted to play before his corpſe, for which they were to have a 
.. handſome allowance; and tho“ that might not be thought proper 
now, yet he was ſure ſome of the good old women in his country 
would ſing a CORONACH (much like the /r:/þ how) before him. 
And then, ſays he, there will be old crying and clapping of 
© hands, for I am one of the greateſt chiefs in the Highlands. 
His lordſhip might image to his mind, that he, even when his 


head was ſever'd, ſhould ſee the proceſſion of pipers ſounding in 


ſolemn chorus; and the old women, in frantic attitudes, ſhriek- 
ing over his grave. However this be, the government ſeems 
to have acted very wiſely, in not permitting the corpſe of this 
miſtaken nobleman to be carried to the Highlands, where it 
doubtleſs might have been worſhiped as a ſaint, and occaſion 
tumults: Which ſhews that our pamphlet-writer was out in his 
politicks in mentioning this groteſque incident. 

Some of the enemies to lord Lovat's memory, may conſider 
the fortitude with which he bore the approaches of death, as an 
act of heroiſm common to perſons of the moſt infamous caſt ; 
and thence be apt to draw diſgraceful parallels, which I ſhall 
be far from attempting. Theſe will obſerve; that we hear, al- 
moſt every month, of criminals who ſhew the utmoſt intre- 
pidity, on all occaſions, before and after condemnation, and 
even at their deplorable exit. How many of the common 
people (ſays an author who had a great knowledge of the hu- 
man mind *) © do we ſee, carried to death; and not to a plain 
© death, but to one attended with ignominy, and ſometimes 


* grievous torments, behave with ſo much reſolution, either 


© thro? obſtinacy, or from their natural ſimplicity, as not to vary 
© in the leaſt from their uſual behaviour; ſettling their family at- 
fairs; recommending themſelves to their friends; ſinging, 
© preaching to, and diſcourſing with the populace; even ſome- 
times throwing out the moſt jocoſe expreſſions, and drinking 
© to their acquaintance. with the air of a Socrates? One of theſe, 
© when leading to execution, deſir'd that he might not go thro' 
ca certain ſtreet, for fear he ſhould be arreſted for an old debt. 


Another intreated the hangman- not to touch his neck, leſt 


this ſhould make him burſt into a laugh, he being (as he de- 
5 8 1 « clared) 
F Mantegae, in his EJfays, Book I, Chap, 40. 
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© lared) vaſtly tickliſh. A third ſaid to his confeſſor, upon his 


© telling him, that he would ſup that night in Paradiſe; go thi- 


ther yourſelf, for tis a faſt with me. Another deſiring ſome 


© liquor, and the executioner having drank firft; the criminal 
* proteſted he would not pledge him, for fear of catching the 
© foul diſeaſe. Every one has heard of a fellow of Picardy, 
* who, being on the ladder; and ſeeing a young woman who was 
brought, in order for him to marry her, and thereby, fave 
© his life, (which our laws ſometimes permit;) the criminal, after 


© ſurveying her, and perceiving that ſhe was lame, bawl'd out 


© to the hangman,----Tie up, tie up, the wench limps.* One 
would conclude, that ſome of the above pictures had been drawn 
by the unaffected French author; for too many of our flagitious 
countrymen, who are famous, throughout the world, for the 
careleſſneſs and intrepidity, with which they often ſuffer a vio- 
lent death. Let me obſerve again, that tis no ways my inten- 
tion, to form odious parallels. There ſometimes may be an ex- 
treme wide difference, as to the ſpring or motive, between per- 
ſons of education, . rank, and eftate, who ſuffer for rebellion, 
tho' the moſt heinous of all crimes; and thoſe low wretches (I 


don't quarrel, however, with their extraction) who, born in the 


midft of want, ignorance, and wickedneſs, and nurtur'd in 
them; declare war againſt ſociety, and are eternally upon the 
watch to diſtract it. My meaning is, for I wou'd not willingly 
be miſunderſtood, eſpecially here;) that a man, tho? poſleſs'd of 
a heart upright as that of a Cato, may yet, either from a weak 
head, or evil counſellors, imbibe bad political principles, and pure 
ſue them to his utter ruin. But the common wretches, hinted 
at above, act upon principles deſtructive to the peace and welfare 


of mankind. The juſt ill fate of the former, may therefore 


ſometimes awake pity; but that of the latter muſt naturally ex- 
cite deteſtation. The intelligent reader will not conclude that 
I am making an apology for lord Lovat. One article, in this 
ill-fated nobleman's conduct, as was obſery*d, clearly ſhows his 
guilt? I mean his ſwearing allegiance to his majeſty, and accept- 
ing a penſion frem him. If obligations of this kind are to be 
tried with, all the ties which unite men together, would be 


broke; and an end put, not only to government in general, but 


to particular ſociety. 
Thoſe who were preſent at lord Lovat's trial, and have read 


the pamphlet animadverted upon here, (I not regarding the pre- 


tended accounts publiſhed, concerning him; ) may form a toler- 
ably juſt idea of his character; tho? it, perhaps, would not be 
very eaſy to delineate exactly ſome parts of it. Tis obſerv'd, 


that the qualities of certain animals, are eminently ſeen in many 


men; if ſo, the predominant ones in his lordſhip, may be ſup- 


pos d to have reſembled thoſe 1 2 the fox is chiefly _—_— 


+* 
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and as they are ſtrongly mark'd in Mr. Hogarth's ſketch. That 
cunning and diſſimulation, were two of the chief ingredients in 
lord Lovat's compoſition, is evident, from the part he acted in 
the rebellion; and that intereſt or vanity, or both, and likewiſe 
their ſhare, is manifeſt from the motives, on which his lordſhip, 
in all probability, join'd in it. If he play'd ſuch a Janus part, 
with regard to his unhappy ſon, as he is accus'd of, this will re- 
flect the blackeſt odium on his memory; if otherwiſe, his ſlan- 
derers deſerve a ſevere puniſhment, To draw accurately the 
characters of the earl of K:lmarnoch, the lords Lovat, Balme- 
rino, with that of Mr. Ratcliffe; the ſeveral features in which 
they reſembled ; and thoſe, wherein there was an oppoſition, 
might require great judgment, and a dclicate pen, The cir- 
cumſtance which ſtrikes me moſt in lord Lovat's character, is 
his uninterrupted pleaſantry, eſpecially at the approach of death. 
Many will ſhow the ſtrongeſt reſolution on ſo ſolemn an occa- 
ſion; but to be jocoſe, at ſuch a critical ſeaſon, appears to me, 
very extraordinary. The ſpeculation would be curious, to en- 
quire whether his lordſhips chearfulneſs, might have been real 
or aſſum'd; whether he had an internal ſupport; and, if fo, 
whether this might be owing to natural ſtrength of mind, to 
education, to religion, to pride; or to a mixture of all, or ſome 
of them. But whatever the ſource might have been, this be- 4 
*haviour raiſes my aftoniſhment. For a man, who was charg'd 
with a crime of the deepeſt dye, and ready to launch into eter- 
nity, to poſſeſs ſo great a command, over his exterior, as not to A 
betray the leaſt ſymptoms of fear, ſpeaks (in my humble opi- 10 
nion) ſomething either inſenſible, frantic, or ſuperior to nature; I 
for ſurely *twould be natural to ſhudder with horror, in ſo mo- 
mentous a juncture. For a perſon, not to reflect, that at one 
inexpreſſiblystorturing blow, which was going to be levell'd at 
bim, a dark curtain would fall over all things; this earth vaniſh; 
and the ſoul or body, or both, be perhaps dragg'd to regions of 
unutterable woe, argues, (methinks) a very Bong brain, or x: 
none at all. Shduld this perſon's behaviour be feign'd, he muſt 
be allowed to act his part admirably, and even ſuperior to a 
Garrick. At the ſame time, I do not propoſe ſuch an end 
- (whence the motto, in the title page may be conſider'd as iro- 
nical,) as fit for imitation, man being but an atom, it may be- 
come him, when in the deplorable circumſtances we are ſpeax- 
ing of, rather to humble himſelf in duſt, before his creator 
and expreſs the moſt unfeign'd ſorrow for the crimes he may 
have committed; the applauding of theſe careleſs and reſolute 
exits, might encourage guilt, by ſetting contrition in-a con- 
temptible light, and thus be injurious to the ſpirit of chriſtianity. 
To conclude the contraſt: the fight of a priſoner, leaving this 
world with patience, reſignation, and a ſhow of repentance, 


a 
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may naturally move our compaſſion ; and the exit of one, who: © 
behav'd on ſuch an occaſion with gaiety may exite our wonder, 
I ſhall here conclude what I had to obſerve concerning lord 
Lovat ; and again declare, that the ſole motive of my under- 
taking this taſk, was to prevent the venom, compriz'd in the 
narrative with which I have made ſo little ceremony, from 
ſpreading. As its author is quite unknown to me, I cannot be 
charged with harbouring any perſonal picque againft him, It 
, has, indeed, been whiſpered, that he is chaplain to one of the 
Romiſh em rs at our court; if ſo, he cannot have acted the 
part of a friend, an ally always implying ſuch. At the rebel- 
lion in 1715, the papers left by the deluded ſufferers for it, 
were publicly diſperſed; but the preſent government has not 
thought this proper. The papers here hinted at, ſpoke broad CT 
treaſon; they ſtyling his late majeſty only ele&or of Hanoyer, _ 
and the Pretender king James III. &c. But as our pamphlet- 
writer could not have had an opportunity of publiſhing his dan- 
gerous narative openly, had he ſpoke his whole mind; he ſtu- 
diouſly gives, on every occaſion, the title of majgſiy to our pre- 
ſent ſovereign king George II; and introduces one of the ſhe- 
riffs, as ſpeaking with reverence of the miniſtry. It muſt be 
own'd (as I obſerved at the beginning) that the narratiye we are 
b ſpeaking of is drawn up, under the appearance of ſimplicity, 
with infinite art; and being on this account, of the moſt per- 
nicious tendency, I myſelf, tho? ſo ill-qualified, could not for- 
.=- bear offering a counterpart to it. 
10 Many of the Scotch will no doubt be offended at my endea- 
3 vours to explode jacobitiſm ; and eſpecially at my tranſient re- 
flections on the bill depending, for deſtroying the antient juriſ- 
_ diction and privileges of the Highland chiefs. I ſolemnly aver, 
that ſo far from entertaining an averſion to the Scotch, I conſider 
them, in all reſpects, as my countrymen ; and thence wiſh that 
; the names Engliſh and Scotch were for ever obliterated, and that 
© i of Briton made uſe of; in order that, as we are all inhabitants 
of the ſame iſland, there might be no diſtinction between us; 
but that each might endeavour to rival the other in acts of hu- 
manity and beneficence. I ſhall ſubjoin, that the love I natu- 
rally bear to juſtice, made me rejoice when it was reported; 
That the Scotch would be indemnified, by a ſum of money, for 
their ſurrendering up the juriſdiftions and privileges above- 
mentioned, | „„ 
Should any perſon, after reading the foregoing baſty, indi- 
geſted performance, be fo idle as to look after its author; he 
will not find him yawning in a garret, or playing the lap-dog 
round a miniſter. If he happens to meet with him, he'll fee: 
one who, being himſelf guilty of numberleſs faults, is theneg 
leſs inclin'd to be ſevere on thoſe of others, except where he ap- 
« OO  Prehends 
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prehetids they may be prejudicial to his native country. One 
who being ſenſible of the accompliſhments requir'd in a good 
writer, ventures very ſeldom to take up the pen: Who, know- 
ing how rarely true friendſhip is met with, thinks himſelf poſ- 
esd of a treaſure whenever chance has directed him to a ſin- 
cere friend: Let me add, that, having been an eye - witneſs to 
the contagion which o'erſpreads great cities, he therefore lives 
at a diſtance from them ; and knowing the value of health, has 
ſcarce a wiſh to form when he enjoys that ineſtimable bleſſing. 
Entertaining (as he preſumes) a tolerable notion of virtue and 
laudable talents, he is not ſo weak as to imagine that they can 
either be communicated, or taken away, by a ribbon or aftar. 
Looking upon money no otherwiſe than a ſhining dirt, he co- 
vets no more than what may juſt enable him to ſlide thro” 
life with decency, and conſidering venality and corruption as 
the darkeſt blot to the human mind, his abhorence of them 
riſes in proportion to the eminence of the perſons infected. Be- 
ing perſuaded of the excellency of truth, he makes it the 
? _ object of his enquiries; and having the happineſs to 
born, at a juncture when his native country gloriouſly aſſert- 
ed and recovered its injured liberty, he would not defire to ſur- 
vive, a ſingle moment the loſs of it. | 
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